Ceftriaxone once daily compared with four daily doses of cefotaxime in the treatment of severe gram-negative septicemia or pyemia: a randomized study.
In a randomized comparative study, adult patients suffering from Gram-negative septicemia or pyemia were treated either with a single daily dose of 1.5g of ceftriaxone in most patients or 6g of cefotaxime divided into four daily doses. K. pneumoniae and E. coli were commonly isolated in both groups. Altogether 17 patients treated with ceftriaxone and 14 with cefotaxime completed the treatment with a success rate of 88.2% and 85.6% respectively. There were two deaths in patients treated with ceftriaxone (12%) and one with cefotaxime (7.2%). Despite the severity of the disease, antibiotic treatment was relatively short: 7 patients (41%) were treated with ceftriaxone for only 7 days, 2 with cefotaxime for 7 days, 5 for 10 days. Others were treated for a longer period with a maximum duration of 22 days. This study confirms in Asian patients the previous reports that a single daily dose of ceftriaxone is as efficacious as four daily doses with cefotaxime in treating patients with severe infections.